[image: ]


      



DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE PRESIDENCY FOR WOMEN, YOUTH AND PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES

REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA

WELCOMING ADDRESS

BY

MS MMAPASEKA STEVE LETSIKE, MP

AT THE


INTERGENERATIONAL DIALOGUE WOMEN PEACE AND SECURITY


ON



4 JUNE 2026 | VIRTUAL | 14:30
[CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY]

Thank you, Programme Director;
Ms Tonni Ann Brodber, Head of the United Nations Women’s Peace and Humanitarian Fund Secretariat;
Representatives of UN Women and the Women’s Peace and Humanitarian Fund;
Young women peacebuilders and women human rights defenders from across our regions;
Experienced women leaders, activists, advocates and movement builders;
Partners from civil society, international organisations, governments and the broader Women, Peace and Security community;
Comrades and friends;

It is my honour, on behalf of the Government of South Africa, to welcome you to this important intergenerational dialogue on the road to the Global Women’s Peace Forum.

We gather today not merely as participants in another virtual engagement, but as women and allies standing at the meeting point of memory and possibility, at the bridge between generations, at the difficult but necessary place where experience meets urgency, where wisdom meets innovation, and where the unfinished struggles of yesterday are handed not as a burden, but as a sacred responsibility, to the hands of those who must build tomorrow.

This dialogue matters because peace is not an abstract word spoken in conference rooms. Peace is the ability of a girl to walk to school without fear. Peace is the ability of a woman human rights defender to speak truth without being threatened, silenced or disappeared. Peace is the ability of a young woman in a conflict-affected community to imagine a future beyond survival. Peace is the ability of mothers, daughters, grandmothers, queer persons, women with disabilities, rural women, migrant women, displaced women and poor women to live not at the mercy of violence, but under the protection of justice.

We therefore welcome this dialogue as a necessary political and moral space, because the Women, Peace and Security agenda cannot be complete if it does not listen to the full complexity of women’s lives. It cannot be complete if it hears older women but ignores younger women. It cannot be complete if it speaks about women but forgets women with disabilities, women in rural communities, lesbian, bisexual, transgender and intersex persons, women living in poverty, women affected by climate disaster, women in humanitarian settings, and women whose daily lives are shaped by the intersecting wounds of patriarchy, conflict, racism, economic exclusion and digital violence.

For South Africa, this intersectional approach is not a fashionable language we borrow for international platforms. It is rooted in our own constitutional tradition.

Our Constitution was born out of the meeting point of race, gender, class and culture. It carries the memory of apartheid, patriarchy and colonial dispossession, and yet it insists that dignity must be universal, equality must be substantive, and freedom must be lived by those who were historically pushed furthest away from power. Intersectional justice is therefore the living application of that constitutional promise.

This is why we are proud to be associated with this intergenerational dialogue. It speaks directly to South Africa’s commitment to advancing inclusive dialogue, strengthening women’s meaningful participation in decision-making, and addressing violence against women in all its forms. It also speaks to the broader truth that there can be no sustainable peace without the voices of those who carry the consequences of insecurity most directly.

Across the world, young people are disproportionately affected by conflict, humanitarian crises, unemployment, displacement, climate insecurity, digital harm and the collapse of social protection systems. Yet too often they are invited only after decisions have been made. They are asked to endorse agendas they did not shape, to inherit institutions they did not design, and to defend peace processes that did not take their lived realities seriously.

Today must help us reject that pattern.

We are not here to perform inclusion. We are here to practise it. We are not here to speak about young women as future leaders while denying them leadership in the present. We are here to recognise that young women are already organising communities, defending rights, using digital platforms for advocacy, challenging harmful norms, supporting survivors, documenting violations, building networks of care, and imagining forms of peace that are more honest, more inclusive and more responsive to the world as it is becoming.

But we must also be honest that no generation builds alone. Those who came before carry lessons written in sacrifice. They know the cost of organising when institutions are closed, when resources are scarce, when backlash is violent, and when progress is slow. Experienced women leaders carry political memory, institutional knowledge, negotiation skills and movement history. Young women bring urgency, creativity, technological fluency, new political language and an impatience with systems that have normalised exclusion for too long.

The task before us is not to choose between generations. The task is to build a bridge strong enough for both.

This is why the framing of today’s dialogue is so important. It asks us to examine current barriers to peace, to bridge generational gaps, to develop advocacy recommendations, and to strengthen evidence and messaging. These are not technical discussion points. They are the architecture of a serious movement. They ask us to confront the structural, political, digital and socio-economic barriers that undermine sustainable peace. They ask us to think about trust, succession, mentorship, protection, funding, institutional access and the stories that are still missing from global advocacy.

In our time, the struggle for peace has also moved into digital spaces. Technology is not neutral. The same platforms that allow young women to organise across borders can also expose women human rights defenders to harassment, surveillance, disinformation, misogyny and coordinated attacks.

Artificial intelligence and digital media bring opportunities for advocacy, but they also raise urgent questions about safety, bias, accountability and protection. An intergenerational approach must therefore recognise that digital natives and older generations may experience these risks differently, but both require strategies that protect public voice while strengthening public participation.

We must also speak about financing. Too many women-led organisations are asked to carry the weight of crisis with fragile funding, short project cycles and reporting burdens that do not match the realities of frontline work. The work of localisation, feminist financing and flexible support is therefore not a side issue. It is central to justice. If we say that women closest to crisis must shape solutions, then resources must also move closer to them. If we believe in local women’s organisations as peacebuilders, then global systems must fund them not as afterthoughts, but as architects of sustainable peace.

As South Africa, we know that the promise of democracy is never self-executing. Policies do not implement themselves. Rights do not defend themselves. Peace does not sustain itself. Every generation must decide whether it will merely inherit the language of justice or whether it will build the systems that make justice visible in the lives of ordinary people.

That is why this dialogue is so timely. It comes as the world prepares for the Global Women’s Peace Forum in Geneva, and it must help shape not only the content of that Forum, but its political spirit.

The Forum must not become a gathering where grassroots voices are celebrated symbolically while decisions remain elsewhere. It must become a space where women peacebuilders, young and experienced, local and global, are able to influence priorities, name barriers honestly, and define what meaningful representation looks like in practice.

As we open this dialogue, I invite us to speak with courage and with care. Let us be honest about the differences between generations, but let us not weaponise those differences. Let us name frustration, but also name possibility. Let us respect experience without romanticising the past, and let us embrace youth leadership without treating young people as if energy alone can substitute for support, protection and resources. Let us build a jointly owned agenda rooted in shared priorities, but brave enough to acknowledge areas of divergence.

Because in the end, peacebuilding is not only about ending war. It is about reorganising society around dignity. It is about repairing the bridge between promise and reality. It is about making sure that the girl in a rural village, the woman in a refugee camp, the activist in exile, the young organiser online, the grandmother who has carried a movement for decades, and the woman with a disability whose access needs have too often been ignored, can all say: this agenda sees me, this movement includes me, this future belongs to me too.

May this dialogue be a space of truth. May it be a space of listening. May it be a space where young women are not asked to wait their turn, and older women are not asked to surrender their wisdom, but where generations meet each other with humility, respect and shared determination.

We are not here to rehearse despair; we are here to reorganise courage. We are not here to admire hope from a distance; we are here to feed it, protect it, fund it and organise it.

On behalf of the Government of South Africa, I welcome you warmly to this intergenerational dialogue. May our conversations today help shape a Global Women’s Peace Forum that is bold, grounded, inclusive and worthy of the women and communities whose struggles have brought us to this moment.

I thank you.
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