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Programme Director
Senior Government Officials 
Ladies and Gentlemen
I am humbled to participate on this event it is indeed great pleasure for me. 
Remember the triple oppression of women by colour, sex and their class did not break us but now we faced with vicious Gender Based Violence & Femicide. It is at this juncture where the United Nations in 2008 launched 16 Days of Activism against Gender Based Violence campaign around the world.
This year marks the 25th anniversary of South Africa’s participation in the 16 days of Activism of No Violence against Women and Children campaign.
Therefore we need to do introspection, ask ourselves how much do we care about ending violence against women and girls ? One in three women experience physical or sexual violence at least once in their lifetime.  Violence against women and girls is one of the most prevalent and pervasive human rights violations.
The Covid -19 pandemic, conflicts and climate change have exacerbated the risk for this violence and generated new threats, amplifying the vulnerability of women and girls. Violence against women and girls disrupts peace and stability within families and communities. It triggers myriad costs to societies in healthcare, education, social protection, justice and productivity, preventing economies from achieving their full potential.
The Department of Women, Youth and Persons with disabilities leads the conceptual approach. It is for this reason that our Theme for this year 2023 says: “Accelerating Action to End Gender Based Violence & Femicide”, Leaving No one Behind. It is for this reason that amicable solution lies in robust response, including investment in prevention of the scourge of GBVF.
However, alarmingly, data on how much nations are committing to ending violence against women and girls remains glaringly sparse. It is necessary to support and invest in women’s rights organizations, that’s is key on ending violence against women and girls. Women organizations play vital role in providing services on a local level, bolstering women’s empowerment and reaching those at risk of being left furthest behind.
In essence it is prerequisite to call on all citizens in order to promote the vision of zero tolerance to gender based violence. It is relevant now to ask ourselves do we use our time to engage with grassroots organizations, are we questioning gender stereotypes that contribute to a culture of violence against women online or offline conversation ?. 
We must know that every effort invested in preventing Gender Based Violence against women is step towards a safer, more equal and prosperous society. The purpose of 16 days activism is to spearhead a concerted effort in driving social mobilization and collaborative action against gender based violence and Femicide. The campaign serves as culmination of day to day intervention across the whole society, private sector, civil society, development agencies, government, academia and media.  
The campaign is raising awareness, illuminate critical link between gender based violence by collaborating all partners.
The main objective is to encourage man and boys to actively oppose rape and abuse by fostering culture of support to the victims of GBVF. There is a need to challenge harmful norms, increase awareness and drive change in social norms and behaviors perpetuating gender based violence through various sectors and platforms.
Including the trending scourge of gender based violence cannot be tolerated at all. We all need to be on board and fight the scourge that divides our families, societies and country at large. It has no colour, no age, and no educational level. We need to trace culprits from street level.  
It is that time of festive season largely characterized by festivities and increased migration of people within and across borders. Be careful as well holiday season is that time where criminals sharpen and refine their operations, taking advantage of the festive mood. Take extra precautionary measured to look after yourselves and families, enjoy your holidays.
I thank you!
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