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The President of the Republic South Africa
The Premier of Gauteng
The Minister of Sport and Recreation
The Ministers and Deputy Minister 
Honourable members of Parliament
The DGs and Directors present 
Government Officials
Cdes and Friends
Revolutionary greetings it is indeed great honour to be part of this event. On the 9th August 1956 about 20 000 women marched to the Union Buildings in Pretoria to protest against legislation aimed at tightening the apartheid government control over the movement of black women in urban areas. 
Women Empowerment
We celebrating this women’s month under the Theme:” Accelerating Socio-economic opportunities for women’s empowerment”.  This year National Women’s Month program will focus on the work of government, civil society and private sector within the context of seven national priorities by electoral mandate of the Ruling Party and the 6th Administration. Where we look on Economic Transformation and creation of sustainable jobs, Education Skills revolution and Health, Social Wage, Spatial development, Human Settlement and Local government, Social cohesion and Safe communities, a better Africa and the World. 
This year will reflect on the past struggles of women with clear focus on women’s socio-economic empowerment and pursuit of equality throughout the month of August. The main intention is to harness the socio-economic opportunities for women and girls in all their diversity, on blue ocean economy, on agricultural economy in collaboration with Department of Defence (Navy) and Transnet. The launch in last two days where we invited 28 young women across provinces to be mentored about Ocean economy at Simonstown Navy site on the 07 August the event was successfully attended. The department identify those who are good Physical Science and in mathematics across nine Province’s. There were presentations about operations of navy.  
Gender Based Violence
Currently we faced with gender based violence. It is against this background that now is time in our revolution we need to fight right left and centre gender based violence. We need implement policies on women empowerment and strengthen fight against the scourge of Gender Based Violence and famicide. 
Let’s not be theoretical all of us have role to play on fighting the Gender Based Violence and Famicide. We need find ourselves in our communities, local government structures must form street committees and identify culprits of scourge on Gender Based Violence. Our traditional chiefs working together with Counsellors need to play integral part on fighting gender based violence. We cannot fold our arms when children are involved on crime, when they using drugs and alcohol when our people are killed. We need justice system to be up in arms and protect women.
According to South African Police Statistics they raise it sharply that women continue to bear the brunt of violent attacks in South Africa. It just in February, March April 2023, 1,0512 women were raped, 1,485 attempted murder of women was reported 969 I mean 169 were killed what is this in our society what’s happening in our societies and over 15,000 women are assaulted. It can’t be correct we need strong implementation plan on fighting gender based violence. We need campaign “know your neighbour”, it must be informed by street committees, run daily activities within our communities with justice system. This is where identified criminals be jailed in collaboration with justice system.
The main problem is that there are several contributing factors to the persistence of gender based violence, there are harmful gender norms and stereotypes, deeply ingrained patriarchal attitudes and culture of silence and victim-blaming all perpetuate a climate that tolerates and enables violence against women.Inedequate response systems, including gaps, in law enforcement, judicial processes, and support services further impend survivors access to justice and hinder their path to recovery. The lack of comprehensive co-ordination and collaboration among various stakeholders including government institutions, civil society organisations and communities, has also hampered efforts to effectively combat gender based violence. There is need for holistic approach that integrates prevention, support and legal responses, with focus on addressing the root causes of violence and creating an environment that fosters gender equality, respect and dignity.  
This is just reminder at the same time that this day on the 23 December 1994, the United Nation General Assembly decided, in its resolutions that International Day of the World Indigenous People shall be observed on 9 August every year this marks UN on indigenous Population. This year’s theme is: Indigenous Youth as Agents of Change for self-determination. Therefore encourage youth to play meaningful role on our societies to be part of social, economic development. They must be central in playing key role on fighting GBV. “Violence is the breast milk we are feeding our young” Graca Machel she is illustrating on how violence has to be dealt explaining that the youth are facing and being brought up in the midst of consequences of GBV not being adequately dealt with. It is indeed true that we need to change our mind sets, our behaviours, and our value system. Desmond Tutu will emphasize, “We must reinvent our relationships and re-engineer the way we relate in our families, in our schools, in our workplaces with the spirit of Ubuntu”  
Women on Sport 
We cannot talk only about the bad things in our country as if we not capable to do things work for us, this has come out clear, women are doing their best given an opportunity. We are very proud of Banyana Banyana and the Proteas though they lost during the last moment’s they have put our country on the spot light each moment you make us proud.
Conclusion 
It is time we all roll our sleeves and save our country drive sustainable development through Ocean Economy and Agro processing where there is value chain in each stratum we can create jobs on mechanisation, planting, ploughing, harvesting, marketing and selling of the product. Let’s turn tables, turn situation and drive sustainable economic empowerment on women to sustain local economic development. I thank you!!! 
Malibongwe!! 
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