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CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES (CRPD) AND ITS OPTIONAL PROTOCOL 

The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) and its Optional Protocol (OP) (A/RES/61/106) was adopted on 13 December 2006 at the United Nations Headquarters in New York, and was opened for signature on 30 March 2007. There were 82 signatories to the Convention, 44 signatories to the Optional Protocol, and 1 ratification of the Convention. This is the highest number of signatories in history to a UN Convention on its opening day. 
It is the first comprehensive human rights treaty of the 21st century and is the first human rights convention to be open for signature by regional integration organizations. The Convention entered into force on 3 May 2008.  
The Convention is intended as a human rights instrument with explicit human rights as well as development dimensions. It reaffirms that all persons with all types of disabilities must enjoy all human rights and fundamental freedoms. It clarifies and qualifies how all categories of rights apply to persons with disabilities and identifies areas where adaptations have to be made for persons with disabilities to effectively exercise their rights and areas where their rights have been violated, and where protection of rights must be reinforced.
[bookmark: _GoBack]South Africa became a signatory of both the CRPD and the Optional Protocol (OP) on 30 March 2007, on the first day when the CRPD and OP was opened for signing, and ratified both the CRPD and OP without reservation/declaration on 30 November 2007.
South Africa deposited its Baseline Country Report to the CRPD in November 2014.
The UN Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities considered the Baseline Report in 2018, and issued its Concluding Observations in September 2018 following a constructive dialogue with South Africa.
There are currently (Oct 2019) 180 ratifications/Accessions and 162 Signatories to the CRPD, with 96 ratifications/Accessions and 94 Signatories to the Optional Protocol.
For more information on the CRPD - 
https://www.un.org/development/desa/disabilities/convention-on-the-rights-of-persons-with-disabilities.html
· Full text of the Convention
· The Convention in Brief
· Guiding Principles of the Convention
· Entry into Force
· Monitoring of Implementation
· Powerpoint presentation
· Conference of States parties
· Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
· Civil Society
· Frequently Asked Questions on the Convention
· Negotiation Archives
   Together building South Africa inclusive of Disability Rights
            #DisabilityInclusiveSA
DisabilityRightsSA@dsd.gov.za 
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