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REALISING THE RIGHTS OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES IN SOUTH AFRICA
TWENTY FIVE YEAR REVIEW
Persons with disabilities continue to experience unacceptable levels of exclusion, marginalisation and discrimination.  This is attributed to the entrenched negative beliefs and attitudes about the causes of disability; about the capabilities of persons with disabilities; and about the need to protect persons with disabilities through segregated programmes; and
Persons with disabilities are in the main unable to take up/access affirmative action opportunities or access public services provided for the general population.
Causal and contributing factors to the relative slow progress made in changing the lives of persons with disabilities include – 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Lack of ownership (accountability) by public service programme managers and accounting officers that inclusion of persons with disabilities in ALL government programmes is EVERYONE’s responsibility;
· Disability specific services are limited and available predominantly in main urban metropolitan centres; 
· Persistent challenges in access to basic education and high drop-out levels among students with disabilities due to inaccessible public transport, lack of accessible scholar transport, lack of access to assistive devices etcetera.
· Children with disabilities do not effectively articulate between their development phases and appropriate services as a result of, among others harmful beliefs and stigma attached to disability result in parents hiding children with disabilities, especially in areas where there are no services; lack of early identification and intervention services; lack of a tracking system to ensure that children with disabilities access ECD, compulsory education ; and lack of accessible and relevant information on disability related services and rights to parents and families of children with disabilities.
· Persons with disabilities are unable to exercise choice about where and with whom they want to live, and are often deprived of decision-making powers over their own lives. This is caused by a legislative framework which does not recognise decision-making rights for persons with psychosocial and intellectual disabilities; lack of accessible community services as well as disability-specific services supporting independent living force persons with disabilities requiring personal assistance into institutions; and inconsistent funding and costing models for disability-related services, including those provided by NGOs.
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