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ENSURING DISABILITY ACCESS AT EVENTS AND MEETINGS
Hosts of events must ensure that all persons with all disabilities have full access to all campaign information and all activities during DRAM2019.  
Universal/Disability Access, inclusive of the importance of reasonable accommodation support measures must also be a focus of content across all thematic weeks.
This is inclusive of
1) Physical Access across the value chain
Venue selection must be determined by –
· Public transport access if participants are expected to get to the venue by themselves
· Wheelchair access meeting Part S Code 10400 standards (parking, entrance, walkways, all meeting/dining venues, accommodation etc) (https://www.sans10400.co.za/facilities-for-disabled-people/)
· The quality and versatility of lighting in meeting venues must allow for adjustment and daylight/white lighting (yellow banquet lighting creates barriers)
· A facility accessibility questionnaire can be requested from DisabilityRights@dsd.gov.za 

2) Communication Access
Communication access is inclusive of:
· Qualified SASL interpreters for all events/press conferences
· Ensuring that SASL interpreters as well as closed captioning (for hard-of-hearing persons who cannot hear the sound, but also do not follow SASL) are visible all the time for television broadcasting 
· Ensuring that visuals of participants have someone describing what is happening in the ‘silence’ on the screen for those who cannot follow the visuals
· Ensuring that all photos/graphics posted on social media have a text descriptor for those unable to see the visuals and who rely on screen readers to read the descriptor text
· Ensuring that all video’s posted on social media contain at least closed captioning, but preferably both closed captioning and SASL 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Advocating that there are many ways of reading – “reading with eyes, ears and fingers”.  All printed materials must therefore be available in alternative formats such as audio, braille, e-text and large print.

3) Facilitating full participation in meetings
The South African Disability Alliance (SADA) has developed a meeting protocol to assist convenors to put the necessary measures in place to ensure full participation by persons with disabilities.  A copy of the meeting protocol can be accessed from the SADA secretariat, Ms Melanie Lubbe, on secretariat@sada.org.za.
   Together building South Africa inclusive of Disability Rights
            #DisabilityInclusiveSA
DisabilityRightsSA@dsd.gov.za 
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