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DISABILITY STATISTICS
The Census 2011 Disability Report estimates that there are approximately 2,8million (7,4%) persons with disabilities living in South Africa.  This excludes those living in institutions; children under 5 as well as persons with psychosocial disabilities which is difficult to identify using the Washington Group model.  
The Community Survey 2016: Profiling socio economic status and living arrangement of persons with disabilities in South Africa highlights the stark inequalities within the disabled population -   
· Approximately 36% of persons with disabilities were from households of poor socioeconomic status (17,7% poorest; 18% poorer). (no gender differences)
· Massive inequalities across population groups. 
· Persons with disabilities belonging to white or Indian/Asian population groups were mostly concentrated within the upper wealth quintile (86,8% and 71,9% respectively).  
· Black African persons with disabilities most vulnerable depicted by the low socioeconomic status,  
· Approximately half in ten black African persons with disabilities (44,7%) were concentrated in the 40% lower quintile, which represent the poor households contrary, less than 5% of persons with disabilities from the Coloured, Indian/Asian and white population groups were in the lowest wealth quintile. 
· Provincial variations in socioeconomic status of persons with disabilities showed that Western Cape and Gauteng provinces had the highest proportion of persons with disabilities in the upper quintile that represents well off households (40,7% and 34,9% respectively)
· Eastern Cape, Limpopo and KwaZulu-Natal provinces had the largest share of persons with disabilities concentrated in low socioeconomic status households (40%, 30,1% and 29,7% respectively).
· Almost two thirds of persons with disabilities in Limpopo and Eastern Cape were concentrated in the 40% poor households (63,8% and 62,9% respectively).
· More than two thirds (70,7%) of persons with disabilities in traditional/tribal areas were concentrated within poor households.  Only about 2% of persons with disabilities in tribal/traditional areas were from wealthy households.
· The largest percentage of persons with disabilities who resided in non-urban areas (73,6%) were part of households classified as poor. In contrast, about 9,3% were part of wealthy households. 
· The urban population profile on contrary showed that more than 60,7% of persons with severe disabilities were part of 20% households regarded as rich. About 17% of persons with severe disabilities in urban areas were residing in households classified as poor. The results showed a clear divide between urban and non-urban areas.
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