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The disability sector, in its participation in the PWGD, through its submissions to the UN Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, and during its engagement with Minister Susan Shabangu in November 2018, have consistently raised the following priorities for the sector which they believe government should focus on:
1. Capacitating the disability coordination function at the epicentre of all spheres of government 
2. Accelerating domestication of the UNCRPD, inclusive of ratification and domestication of the AU Protocol on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the Marrakesh Treaty on Access to Print Materials for Persons with Print Disabilities, and taking the White Paper on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities into law.  
3. Transformation and strengthening of the National Disability Rights Machinery as a meaningful platform for strategic engagement and collaboration needs to be fast-tracked.
4. The creation of a predictable and sustainable funding mechanism for the sector to increase footprint and impact of programmes of national organisations. President Ramaphosa has indicated that he supports the establishment of a Disability Development Agency as proposed by the PWGD in February 2019. 
5. [bookmark: _GoBack]Strengthening the extent of self-representation by persons with disabilities across strategic institutions, inclusive of representation on governance structures, but also strengthening consistency in meaningful involvement of representative organisations from design and conceptualisation phase of policies and services and monitoring processes – doing justice to ‘Nothing about Us without Us’.  
6. Accelerating the pace of providing access to quality inclusive education for the estimated 500,000 children with disabilities out of school; and improving education outcomes by strengthening reasonable accommodation support measures for learners in both special and ordinary schools, inclusive of making ordinary schools accessible and ensuring that all learning materials are accessible, regardless of where the learner is located
7. Accelerating the pace of meaningful and sustainable economic liberation of persons with disabilities.
· Employment of persons with disabilities
· Reversing the trend of learnerships replacing decent work opportunities
· SMME development, and linked to this, public sector procurement
8. Strengthening community based independent living support services through the development of personal assistance services, among others
9. Finding sustainable solutions for the huge backlogs in the provisioning of assistive devices which deprives children with disabilities from effective development and learning and which detract from gainful economic activity
10. Accelerating access to the right of autonomy and legal capacity for persons with psychosocial and intellectual disabilities, inclusive of review of the Mental Health Care Act, quality of care in mental health institutions and developing community-based services as alternatives to institutional care
11. Accelerating the recognition of South African Sign Language as an official language.
   Together building South Africa inclusive of Disability Rights
            #DisabilityInclusiveSA
DisabilityRightsSA@dsd.gov.za 
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