



2019 CAMPAIGN: 16 DAYS OF ACTIVISM 
DRAFT KEY MESSAGES


BRIEF: 

The 16 Days of Activism for No Violence against Women and Children Campaign (16 Days Campaign) is a United Nations campaign which takes place annually from 25 November (International Day of No Violence against Women) to 10 December (International Human Rights Day). Other key commemorative days during this period include World Aids Day on the 1st December and the International Day for Persons with Disabilities, on 3 December of every year.

The official opening of the 2019 16 Days Campaign will take place in Limpopo on 25 November under the theme: Enough is Enough – 356 days to Gender-Based violence and Femicide (GBVF). 

Given the scourge of Gender-Based violence in the country, which is declared a national address, government is implementing the Emergency Response Action Plan on Gender-Based Violence and Femicide, which was announced by President Cyril in September 2019.

The 16 Days Campaign forms the centre point of government’s comprehensive 365 Days of Activism for No Violence Against Women and Children. At the end of the campaign on 10 December 2019, government will officially launch the 365 Days Behavioural Change Campaign.


During the 16 Days period, Government together with civil society and the private sector will host a series of community and sector dialogues and activities to foster a collaborative effort in dealing with GBVF. 






















	KEY MESSAGES
	SUPPORTING STATEMENTS

	We have heard the concerns of communities and we are responding.
	· The Emergency Action Plan to deal with the scourge of gender-based violence that was announced at a special joint sitting of Parliament in October is being implemented. 
· Government has reprioritised R1.6 billion for the plan to be resourced and implemented.
· The plan focuses on improving access to justice for survivors of violence and prevention campaigns to change attitudes and behaviour. 
· It involves measures to strengthen the criminal justice process and to prioritise the creation of economic opportunities for women who are vulnerable to abuse.
· We are on track to achieve our target of establishing 11 more sexual offences courts by the end of the current financial year. 
· A new Sexual Offences Court has been opened in Sibasa in Limpopo and eleven regional courts across all provinces have been identified for upgrade.
· CCTV systems to protect the rights and dignity of child survivors and survivors with intellectual and/or psychosocial disabilities, have been upgraded at 38 regional courts. 
· We are in the process of establishing three new Thuthuleza Care Centres in the Eastern Cape, KwaZulu-Natal and Gauteng. 
· The SAPS has allocated 312 new recruits currently undergoing basic training to the Family Violence, Child Protection and Sexual Offences Units. 
· Legislative reform is underway to tighten conditions around bail and sentencing for perpetrators of gender-based violence.

	We are intensifying the fight against GBV.  
	· Beyond the 16 Days period, government together with the civil society will roll out the 365 Days GBVF Campaign to: 
· Facilitate behavioural change through content and strategies that facilitate positive responses; 
· Encourage the people of South Africa to work towards a society with no GBVF;
· Educate and sensitise all South Africans about GBVF;
· Mobilise activism and partnerships; and
· To raise awareness about GBVF.
· The Interim Steering Committee on Gender-Based Violence and Femicide (GBVF) will conclude the National Strategic Plan on GBVF and coordinate the implementation of the emergency response plan to deal with the current crisis of gender-based violence and femicide in the country.

	The voices of men are crucial in the fight against violence and abuse.

	· Men have the power to put an end to abuse, assault, rape and domestic violence against women and children.  We call on all fathers to instil the values of human dignity, equality and respect in young men and boys.
· Our young boys must be mentored and guided in their journey to adulthood so they value and respect women and children.
· Men and boys play a crucial role in the eradication of women and child abuse.

	Every South African must play their part to end the scourge.
	Men must know and declare that:
· Rape stops with me.
· Domestic violence stops with me. 
· Sexual assault stops with me.
· I am part of the solution. 
· We must say no to the culture of silence.
· We must ensure that our places of work are safe and secure.  
· Say no to workplace bullying. 
· Report unwanted sexual advances or innuendos in the work place.  

	Don’t look away, act against abuse.
	· Report all cases of rape, sexual assault or any form of violence to the police. 
· Let us ensure that we work together to help victims of violence and abuse.
· We call on community members who have information or any knowledge of human trafficking activities to report to the police.
Essential Contact Information:
· GBV Command Centre: 0800 428 428 / *120*7867 from any cell phone
· Persons with disabilities, SMS ‘help’ to 31531
· Women Abuse Helpline: 0800 150 150
· Child line: 0800 055 555
· [bookmark: _GoBack]SAPS Crime Stop: 0860 10111 / SMS Crime Line: 32211
· GBVF-related service complaints (SAPS): 0800 333 177 / complaintsnodalpoint@saps.gov.za
· National AIDS Helpline: 0800 012 322
· National Human Trafficking Helpline: 0800 222 777
· Domestic Violence Helpline (Stop Woman Abuse): 0800 150 150
· Suicide Helpline: 0800 567 567

	Join the conversation to end violence against women and children.
	· We should all be involved in community dialogues at national, provincial, district and local municipality levels.
· Government is convening national dialogues throughout the country to allow communities to speak freely about gender-based violence.
· The national dialogues will allow communities across the country to share and engage on their daily experiences as victims, relatives of victims, or as perpetrators.
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